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NOTES AND NEWS 


Chou Oyu Expedition 

In the Chou Oyu Expedition, 1958, organised by the 
Government of India, Shri R. S. Rao, Regional Botanist, 
Eastern Circle, Botanical Survey of India, was attached 
as a member-botanist, between 15th March, 1958 to 
3rd July, 1958. During this period, he covered Naiqp- 
chebazar, Pangboche, Imja Khola, Loluge Khola, Mang- 
boarea Loluche, Gorashep (17350') below the ridge and 
by thfe side of Kumbu Glacier, which brought 4000 
specimens belonging to 600 species of Himalayan Flora. 

international Course in Radio-isotopes 

Dr. E. K. Janaki Ammal, Director, Central Botanical 
Laboratory, Botanical Survey of India, attended the first 
International Course in Radio-isotopes technique at the 
Institute of Nuclear Studies, Oak Ridge, Tennessea, 
U.S.A. between 2nd May and 30th May, 1955. 

SYMPOSIA: 

UNESCO Symposium on Tropical Vegetation 

At a Symposium on Tropical Vegetation held at 
Kandy, Ceylon from the 19th to 21st March, 1956, 
under the UNESCO, Dr. E. K. Janaki Ammal and 
Dr. G. S. Puri, Regional Botanist, Western Circle, Bota¬ 
nical Survey of India, contributed papers on “Introduc¬ 
tion to the genetical analysis of the Humid forest Flora 
of South India” and “Problem in the Ecology of the 
Humid Tropics” respectively as delegates. 

Vegetable oils and their Products 

At a Symposium on “Vegetable Oils and their pro¬ 
ducts” organised by the National Institute of Sciences 
held in Delhi on 17th October, 1958, Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, 
Chief Botanist, and Shri K. S. Srinivasan, Curator, 
Industrial Section, Indian Museum attended the meeting 
and participated in its deliberations. Shri K. S. Srini¬ 
vasan read one paper at the meeting and Dr. G. S. Puri, 
Regional Botanist, Western Circle also contributed a 
paper. 

Indian Pharmaceutical Congress 

Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta read a paper on the Botanical 
studies on Medicinal Plants at the Indian Pharmaceuti¬ 
cal Congress held in Calcutta in January, 1957. 

Mali’s Role in Changing the Face of the Earth 

The Director, Dr. E. K. Janaki Ammal, was invited 
by the Wenner-Gren Foundation, New York, U.S.A., to 


take part in the Symposium on “Man’s Role in. Chang¬ 
ing the Face of the Earth” from 15th to 22nd June, 1955. 
She attended and contributed a paper entitled “An Intro¬ 
duction to the Subsistence Economy of India” at this 
Symposium. 

The utilisation of Medicinal Plants 

Dr. E. K. Janaki Ammal, Dr. G. S. Puri and Shri R. S. 
Rao contributed papers and participated in the discus¬ 
sion of the Symposium on ‘the utilisation of the Medi¬ 
cinal Plants’ held at Lucknow in October, 1957 under 
the auspices of the Central Drug Research Institute, 
C.S.I.R. 

Mangrove Vegetation 

Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, Dr. G. S. Puri, Dr. R. P. Patil, 
Shri R. S. Rao, Shri K. S. Srinivasan and Dr. S. 
K. Mukerjee participated in the Symposium on Man¬ 
grove Vegetation organised jointly by the Forests 
Department, Government of India and West Bengal 
Government in October, 1957. The same members also 
joined the whole day excursion to the Sundarbans area. 

Teak Symposium 

Dr. G. S. Puri attended the Teak Symposium held in 
Naigpur in January, 1958 and participated in its dis¬ 
cussions. 

Integration of Agricultural Research 

Dr. K. Subramanyam, Regional Botanist, Southern 
Circle, presided over the symposium on “Integration of 
Agricultural Research, Education and Extensions” on 
5th September, 1957 at Agricultural College and 
Research Institute, Coimbatore. 

Dry Zone Afforestation Symposium 
Dr. G. S. Puri, Regional Botanist, Western Circle, 
participated the “Dry Zone Afforestation Symposium” 
organised by the Ministry of Food and Agriculture at 
Gwalior from 25.2.59 to 28.2.59 and he read a paper on 
“Botanical aspect of the Dry Zone Afforestation 
Problem”. 

Indian Science Congress 

Several Officers of the Botanical Survey of India 
attended the Science Congress and took part in the deli¬ 
berations by reading papers and joining symposia and 
otherwise. 
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Out-of-Print Floras Reprinted 

In pursuance of the decision reached at a meeting of 
Botanist held at New Delhi on the 30th and 31st March, 
1955, out-of-print standard Provincial Floras of Madras 
Presidency by Gamble, Bombay Presidency by Cooke, 
have been reprinted by Botanical Survey of India. Other 
similar Floras will also be reprinted in due course. For 
particulars on the availability of the Floras, communi¬ 
cations are to be addressed to THE CHIEF BOTANIST, 
BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA, 14, MADAN 
STREET, CALCUTTA-13. 

India—1958 Exhibition 

In the last “India—1958” Exhibition held at Delhi 
beween October 1958 & January 1959, the Industrial 
Section, Indian Museum, put up a series of specially 
designed large-scale dioramas and models, planned 
and prepared under the direct supervision of the Curator, 
depicting High-altitude Flora, Sea-Coast Vegetation, 
Mangrove Vegetation, Tea Plantation in Assam, Rubber 
Plantation and a six feet high Banyan Tree. These exhi¬ 
bits formed the chief attraction of the Science Pavilion, 
drawing large appreciative crowds from all ranks. 

Acharya J. C. Bose Birthday Centenary 

Acharya J. C. Bose Birth Centenary was celebrated on 
30th November, 1958 and J. C. Sen Gupta, Chief 
Botanist, as member of the Birthday Centenary Work¬ 
ing Committee actively took part in its organisation and 
deliberations. He also read a message of felicitation on 
behalf of the German Botanical Society (Deutsche 
tfotanisch Gesellschaft) at the birth-day centenary 
commemoration meeting. 

Post-Graduate Lectures 

Dr* J. C. Sen Gupta, Chief Botanist, continued his 
annual course of lectures to the Post-Graduate students 
of the Calcutta University on “The Physiology of 
growth and development and movements” till 1958, as 
an honorary Post-Graduate Lecturer. 

Dandakaranya Floristic Survey 

Preliminary Botanical Surveys were conducted in the 
Bastar District and areas in Orissa, falling within the 
Uandakaranya Project, by the Southern and Eastern 
v-ireles respectively. It is proposed to station a separate 
unit of the Botanical Survey of India for the Dandak¬ 
aranya. The Survey will keep a record of the flora of 
Dandakaranya, now being cleared for refugee rehabi¬ 
litation and collect plant materials for cultivation and 
propagation elsewhere. 

Laccadive and Minicoy Islands—Survey of 

During the February, 1959, Shri K. S, Srinivasan, 
Curator, Industrial Section, led a party from the Indus¬ 


trial Section and Western Circle of Botanical Survey of 
India to Laccadive and Minicoy Islands for studying 
the marine and terrestrial flora of those Islands. He col¬ 
lected quite a number of very interesting specimens, and 
among the marine algae, some are new finds for Indian 
region. 

Monazite Sand Flora of Kerala 

Studies on the coastal Monazite Flora of Kerala and 
its relationship with the radio-active minerals is being 
undertaken by Dr. E. K. Janaki Ammal, at the Central 
Botanical Laboratory, Allahabad. Director and party 
made seasonal visits to these areas and further investi¬ 
gation is in progress. 

C. S. I. R.—Research Schemes 

For Floristic, Ecological, Cyto-taxonomical and Em- 
bryological studies and for humid tropics research, 
C.S.I.R. has granted five research schemes to be worked 
out by Dr. G. S. Puri, Regional Botanist, Western Circle ; 
Dr. M. A. Rao, Regional Botanist, Northern Circle; 
Dr. K. Subramanyam, Regional Botanist, Southern 
Circle; Dr. R. P. Patil, Botanist, Central Botanical 
Laboratory and a combined scheme by Shri R. S. Rao, 
Regional Botanist, Eastern Circle and. Dr. G. Panigrahi, 
Systematic Botanist, Eastern Circle. 

International Training Course in Plant Ecology 

Under the auspices of the UNESCO, International 
Arid Zone Research Council was set up to survey the 
scientific problems of the dry regions and an Inter¬ 
national Training course in Plant Ecology was held at 
Jaipur from 3rd December to 21st December, 1958 under 
the direction of Prof. L. Emberger, Director of the 
Institute of Botany, University of Montpellier. Dr. G. 
S. Puri, Regional Botanist, Western Circle, Botanical 
Survey of India, helped the training course by acting as 
one of the experts. He gave two lectures—one on ‘Eco¬ 
logical Problems in Arid Zone’ and another on ‘Soil 
and Vegetation’. Dr. G. Panigrahi from Eastern Circle, 
Botanical Survey of India, Dr. T. Ananda Rao from 
Northern Circle, Botanical Survey of India, Dr. K. M. 
Sebastine from Southern Circle, Botanical Survey of 
India, Sri S. K. Jain and Shri B. M. Wadhwa from 
Western Circle, Botanical Survey of India and Shri R. S. 
Raghavan from Central Botanical Laboratory, Botanical 
survey of India availed themselves of this training 
course. 

Survey of Andamans and Nicobars Flora 

A Botanical Survey of India party led by Shri K. 
Thothathri made extensive exploration touts from 
5th January, 1959 to 20th April, 1959 touching Mannar 
Ghat, Wright Myo, Corbyri’s coer of Port Blair areas. 
Long Island, Mayabandar in the North Andamans, 
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Austin II, Tugapur Forest, Taralait Bay, Interview 
Islands, Little Andamans, Car Nicobar and Nancowri 
Islands. During the period of three months and 15 days 
of intensive exploration in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands—374 species consisting of 2244 plant specimens 
were collected, dried and properly preserved for the 
Herbarium, 142 spirit collections of a number of marine 
algal specimens, rare and interesting specimens of Bry8 
phyte, Pheridophyte, Gymnosperms and Angiosperms 
were made. 

Museology Course in the Calcutta University 

Shri K. S. Srinivasan, Curator, Industrial Section, 
Indian Museum, was nominated as a member of the 
Committee to formulate a Syllabus for the Course of 
Museology by the Calcutta University and the Rules & 
Regulations and Syllabus formulated by him for the 
entire course have been adopted by the University. He 
is also elected as a lecturer in Museology at the Cal¬ 
cutta University, 


Inter-University Board meetings 

Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, Chief Botanist, attended a meet¬ 
ing of Inter-University Board held at Calcutta 21st 
January, 1957 as a representative of the Botanical 
Survey of India. 

Dr. M. A. Rau, Regional Botanist, Northern Circle, 
attended a meeting of the Inter-University Board held at 
Chandigarh on 23rd and 24th February, 1959 as a re¬ 
presentative of the Botanical Survey of India. 

Awards and Election to Learned Societies 

The University of Michigan, U.S.A. awarded the 
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws to Dr. E. K. Janaki 
Ammal on 11th June, 1955, in recognition of her Cyto¬ 
genetics work. She was also elected a Fellow of National 
Institute of Science in 1958 and President of the Indian 
Botanical Society for 1960. 

Dr.'K. Subramanyam, Regional Botanist, Southern 
Circle, Botanical Survey of India has been elected a 
Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences in 1959. 


DISTINGUISHED VISITORS OF BOTANICAL SURVEY 
OF INDIA 


During the last few years following eminent and outstanding 
personalities visited the different sections of the Botanical 
Survey of India. 


1956-57 

Prof. Hattori, Professor of Botany. University of Tokyo, Japan. 
Prof. Hideo Kimura, Professor of Indie Studies, Ryukoku 
Buddhist University, Japan. 

Shri R. K. Ramadhyani, i.c.s., Secretary, Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Scientific Research. 

Russian Scientific Delegations headed by Academician 
Antchkov. _ 

Dr. O. H. Frankel, Chief of uivision of Plant Industry of 
CSIRO, Australia. 

Mr. William J. Ellis Director of UNESCO in New Delhi. 


1957-58 

Dr. Ttsquov, Director, Institute of Medicinal Plants, U.S.S.R. 
Dr. Kibalchew, Institute of Medicinal Plants, U.S.S.R, 

Mr. Popov (Interpreter, Institute of Culture, U.S.S.R) Scientists 
delegates to the Indian Science Congress. 

Prof. M. S. Yokovlov of Botanical Institute, U.S.S.R. 

Prof. K. V. Thiman, Professor of Biology of Harvard Univer¬ 
sity, U.S.A. 

Prof. S. Kitamura, Professor of Botany (Taxonomy), Kyoto 
University, Kyoto, Japan. 

Prof. Dr. Koiti Kimura, Professor of Pharmacy and Pharma¬ 
ceutical Botany, Kyoto University, Department of Pharmacy, 
Josida Kyoto, Japan. 

Prof. Gaussan, Professor of Botany, University of Toulouse, 
France. 

Prof. P. Legris, Director, Institute of Francaise, Pondicherry 

and Dr, Amada. 

Dr. T. J. Job, Fisheries Biologist, Food & Agriculture Organi¬ 
sation of the United Nations. 


Dr. M. M. Das, Deputy Minister of Education and Scientific 
Research, Government of India. 

Prof. M. S. Thacker, Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Scientific Research, Government of India. 

Dr, Hiki Ichi Oka, Member, National Institute of Genetics, 
Misima Sizuoka-ken, Japan and Prof, of Taiwan Provincial 
College of Agriculture, Taichung, Formosa. 

Prof. Dr. K. Mothes & Hilda Mothes from Germany. 

Dr. Allen, Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Prof. K. K. Hruban of Czekoslovakia. 

Prof. Auton Petal of Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Noel Kranss, Entomologist, Board of Agriculture and 
Forestry, Honolulu, Hawii. 

Dr. Ella O, Campbell of Mussay College, New Zealand. 

Dr. R. D. Hoogland, C.S.I.R.O., Canberra, Australia. 

Dr. Clark, Director, Agricultural Economic Institute, Oxford. 
Prof. Robert E. Lee, Cornell University, Ithaca. 

Dr. A. Dilmey, Keeper, Bogor Herbarium, Indonesia. 

His Excellency S. Vukmanovik, Vice-President of Yugoslavia. 
Dr, Y. Tazima of National Institute, Genetics, Japan. 

Dr. Shiu Wing Hu, Arnold Arboratium, Harvard University, 
Boston, U.S.A. 

Mrs. F. A. Levitt, of New York. 

Rumanian Cultural Delegation led by Dr. Alexandra Buica. 
Lord Pethic Lawrance. 

Sir Howard de Egville. 

Secretary General, Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. 

Mr. W. Thein Han O. S. D., Forestry Department, University 
of Rangoon. 

Dr. K. Pierre of Institute Francaise, Pondecherry. 

Delegates from Moscow University and Members of the 
U.S.S.R. Radio Delegation. 

Sir Richard Aluwihare, High Commission of Ceylon. 

Prof. A. Paterlin, Stephen Institute, Yugoslavia, 

Mr. P. K. Ponamorenke, Ambassador of the U.S.S.R. in India* 
The Soviet Parliamentary Delegation led by Dr. Pavel, Pavlo- 
vitch Labanov, Chairman Soviet Union. 

Burmese Cultural delegation led by Mr. V, T. Socin. 
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1958-59 

Mr. Sasuka Nakao, University of Osaka, Japan. 

Dr. K. Yama Guchi, National Hygienic Laboratory of Tokyo, 
Japan. 

Mr. Paul Mueggenterg, Hamburg, West Germany. 

Prof. E. J. N Corner, Botany School, Cambridge, England. 

Sri A. K. Ghose, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Scientific Re¬ 
search & Cultural Affairs, Government of India. 

Mr. D. R Urquhash, Formerly Director of Agriculture, Gold 
Coast, Ghana. 

Members of the Czechoslovakian Cultural Mission consisting of 
Dr. O. Zbraiteg, Dr. O. Slampa and Mr. A. Fizka. 

Mr. Donald C. Granado, Hon’bie Minister, Labour and Social 
Service. West Indies. 

Mr. Kamaluddin Mahammad, Hon’bie Minister of Agriculture, 
Lands and Fisheries, West Indies. 

Mr. O. Maung Gale of Burma Forest Service, Rangoon, Burma. 
Burma. 

The Russian Pharmacognocists consisting of— 

Dr. Kolesnikov, Dr. Mikhailov and Dr. Baranov. 

Dr. B. L. Burt, Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. 

Mr. Tsuneo Brueno, Mori, Tokyo. 

Mr. Robert H. Smith, Philadelphia. 

Prof. Humayun Kabir, Minister of Scientific Research and Cul¬ 
tural Affairs, Government of India. 

Sree M. Ananthswamy Ayyanger, Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 

Mr. Hashim Ibrahim Mohed, Forest Officer from Sudan. 

Mr. Susama Soga, Mr. Jeshio Fugi nami and Mr. Yoshin Bata 
from Tokyo. 


Dr. Peroz Ara from Habna, Cuba. 

Dr. Alfred Kochu from Hamburg. 

Mr. B. P. Timpsett, Kent, England. 

ProL C. A. Arnold, JJniversity of Michigan. 

Dr. K. Yamaguchi, Tokyo. 

A batch of Soviet Scientists accompanied by Mr. V, Koshelev, 
Consul at the Consulate General from the U.S.S.R. in 
Calcutta. 

Dr. Paul Maeggenburh of Hamburg. 

Dr. C. A. Schaveder, University of California. 

Dr. Tui Manng Kye, Department of Forestry. University of 
Rangoon with batch of students. 

His Excellency Yubaraj Karan Singh, Sadar-i-Riasat, Jammu & 
Kashmir and Her Excellency the Yubarani, Jammu Sl 
Kashmir. 

Prof. Julian Huxley and Mrs. Huxley. 

Prdf. Alex Nygren, Dr. Ernst Siemens, Prof. P. Metzner, Mr, J. 

Zeslie and Miss. Isabella Femount. 

Mr. D. W. R. Los, Agricultural Attache, Royal Net herlan ds 
Embassy, New Delhi. 

Prof, and Mrs. Damil L. Spencer, Southern Illinois University. 
U.S.A. 

Kahei Ohkata of the International House of Japan, Tokyo. 
Sister Daya of Los Angles, California. 

His Excellency Shri Sri Prakash, Governor of Bombay. 

Sri R. P. Paranjpya, Vice-Chancellor, Poona University. 

Dr. and Mrs. L. F. Randolph, Visiting Professor, Aligarh 
University. 

Dr. Hans Stubbe, Institute of Cultivated Plants Research of the 
German Academy of Sciences. 

Dr. U. Misra, Professor of Allahabad University. 
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